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Summary

The Official Buddhist Canon of the Yuan Dynasty
(TCE® Yuan guan zang): Recent Findings

LI Jining

The present article describes and examines the recent findings from The
Official Buddhist Canon of the Yuan Dynasty (G E W Yuan guan zang). It
comprises the following five sections:

(1) A historical sketch of the research on the Yuan guan zang. The
identification of the Yuan guan zang was a relatively late event in the history
of the modern studies on the Chinese Buddhist Canon K& The exact
determination of its title actually occurred at an even later date. Actually, the
historical records concerning this Canon are extremely scanty, and the
research on it is even scarcer. Among the latter, the following studies can be
mentioned.

Any survey of this field must start with the essential contribution
brought by the Japanese scholar Ono Gemmyo Z/MEF Z 4. Actually, it was Ono
who first pointed out the existence of this Canon and determined that it was an
officially-sponsored edition. He also showed that the Yuan guan zang
represents an edition different from the Qisha H&MY and Puning 355 Canons
printed during the same Yuan JC Dynasty.

More recent studies undertaken by Chinese scholars such as Dong Wei
I, Fang Guangchang /%8, and Jin Zhiliang €3 B have shed light on the
characteristics of the Yuan guan zang from the viewpoint of the traditional
woodblock research, on the official sponsors and historical background of its
printing, on the probable date of its beginnings, and on the structure of its
catalogue. Regarding the latter, we must also mention here He Mei's {i] ¥g

contribution which collates the catalogue of the Yuan guan zang with the
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Catalogue of the Zhiyuan Eva (EJICER Zhiyuan lu). He Mei argues that the
structure of the former is based on the latter.

(2) In this section, I focus upon the presentation of the fragments from
the Yuan guan zang which have been discovered in recent years.

(3) I discuss the format, number of columns and characters per folio,
paper type and quality, and the dedications JFE3C as well as the lists of officials
74 recorded in the extant fragments of the Yuan guan zang.

(4) This section deals with the chronology and place of the carving and
printing of the woodblocks of the Yuan guan zang.

The lists of officials 7 44 actually contain names of monks and lay
bureaucrats who supervised and/or participated to the printing of the Canon.
This allows us to make some conjectures concerning the chronological order of
the printing of the extant fragments. This appears to be as follows. The
fragments acquired by the National Library of the People’s Republic of China
i B B & B &£ seem to be the earliest. They are followed by the fragments in
Ono Genmyd's Collection and the fragments in the Zhong'an H% Collection.
The fragments in the Yunnan Z R Collection appear to be the most recent.

Judging from the technical peculiarities of the fragments in the Yunnan
Collection, we can conclude that the printing and binding of the Canon took
place in Hangzhou HtJM. There is no direct evidence regarding the site where
the woodblocks were carved. We know, however, from the history of the
printing of the Buddhist Canon in China that usually the woodblocks were not
carved far from the site where the editions were printed and bound. It is,
therefore, quite probable that the woodblocks of the Yuan guan zang were also
carved in the Hangzhou region.

(5) In this section, I examine the structure of the catalogue of the Yuan
guan zang. This is a section which received special attention and which, I
hope, will cast new light on the this subject. I compare the structure of all the
fragments of the Yuan guan zamg currently found in the collection of the

National Library of the People’s Republic of China with that of the Zhiyuan Iu
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ZEILER, the Zhaocheng Canon FEIEHR, the Zifu Canon B &, the Puning Canon
M, the Fangshan Stone-Carved Canon = IR (scriptures carved during
the Liao & and Jin 4 Dynasties), etc. Here are my conclusions regarding the
origins and peculiarities of the catalogue of the Yuan guan zang:

1. The arrangement of the catalogue of the Yuan guan zang was
strongly influenced by the structure of the Zhiyuan lu.

2. However, as far as the concrete structure of each section of
scriptures is concerned, the Yuan guan zamg is not organised strictly in
accordance with the order of the Zhiyuan lu. One can actually find even
sections which were considerably re-arranged by the editors of the Yuan guan
zang.

3. Roughly speaking, the scriptures included in each particular version
of the Chinese Buddhist Canon can be divided into (1) the well-established
corpus traditionally considered as part of any Tripitake and (2) those texts
which could be added or deleted in accordance with the redactional policy and
judgement of each separate edition. The Yuan guan zang shows the same
pattern : it consists of (1) the standard corpus, and (2) newly added texts. As
far as the latter are regarded, the Yuan guan zang shows considerable
influence from the Zhiyuan lu, especially for the new Buddhist texts translated
from the Song % Dynasty on.

4. The Yuan guan zang is also influenced by the Jin Canon & 3.
Actually, quite a few of its texts may have originated directly from the latter.

5. The Yuan guan zang may have also incorporated some translations
made under the Liao % Dynasty as well as some texts which circulated in
North China.

(Translated from the Chinese by Florin Deleanu)
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